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Warmest greetings and a steaming hot cup of coffee. Eish 

July has been cold. The temperatures were really 

unforgiving and we took turns in the ring with flu, some 

of us being left for dead while some fought it better. Its 

great news that we all survived. Neither the cold nor the 

flu kept us down and we are thrilled to talk to you, as 

always from the depth of our hearts, we thank you for the 

time you give to our newsletter. We look forward to your 

feedback. 
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   Story of the month-Breaking from the shell 

shellshell “Behind every child who believes in himself is an adult who believed first.” 

 
If there is one thing children are good at, is 

avoiding being noticed. Morris is an 11 year 

old boy at Thornicroft Primary school. 

Morris was a master at avoiding attention. 

He would always keep his eyes down and 

was neither the first nor last to do anything, 

he was always somewhere in the middle. He 

did not choose the table nearest to where I 

sat neither did he sit at the table farthest 

from me.  

It was during the Shona week, when I 

discovered this. It took me a simple old 

Shona game to notice this. I asked the 

children to play a game called Dudu muduri. 

The rules of the game are that one person 

sings the words ‘dudu muduri’, then starts 

replacing ‘dudu’ with the names of people 

in the game, while the audience will be 

singing ‘katswe’ in response. The one who 

can sing the most names wins the game. In 

essence the game tests how much the 

players know one another. When Morris’s 

turn to sing came, he looked down and said 

“ndinotsveruka”. I had no idea what that 

meant, 

 

I asked other children and was told it means. 

“I’m shy.” He was well known for his shyness 

even in class. I had to bribe, threaten, and 

coax him into singing and eventually he 

actually sang more names than half the 

pupils.  

After that episode I started picking him first 

for almost everything. I would shower him 

with compliments even for the slightest task 

he did, most of which I wouldn’t ordinarily 

acknowledge, and gradually I began seeing a 

change. He is yet to volunteer to start reading 

loud but whenever he is asked to, he does 

not hesitate. He has since stopped coming to 

the reading club with the hat he always wore 

to hide his face and nowadays he actually 

engages other pupils and chats (even when I 

want them to be quiet and listen).   

With the attention I have given him, the 

reading club has helped Morris, not just in his 

reading but in coming out of his shell. Even 

his teachers have noticed the remarkable 

improvement. 

 

 

We added 20 new books and received a donation of 

41 children’s books from PLD books. 

This month, we supported two of our library patrons, Laureate Saurombe (grade 5) and Anashe Gwaza (grade 3) to 

participate in the National Institute of Allied Arts Speech and Drama Competitions, under the skillful coaching of Sue Evans. 

They both got a first class in their solo poetry and Laureate had a second class in her prose. Congratulations ladies, you made 

us proud.  

 

 

“To be a great champion, you 

must believe you are the best. If 

you are not, pretend you are” 

Muhammed Ali 



ht tps://w ww.facebook.com/groups/zimlibra  

Book Review: Talk like TED 

 
Martin Luther King Jnr, Winston Churchill, Barack Obama, 

Michelle Obama. What do you think when you hear all these 

names? What do all these people have in common? History 

has been shaped by great men and women, but to do this 

they had to convince other people to see their vision. All 

these people were (are) great orators. Their abilities in 

addressing an audience is simply amazing. There is nothing 

as sweet as a great idea delivered by a great orator.  

Carmine Gallo in his epic book TALK LIKE TED, breaks down 

the secrets behind the most amazing speakers in the 

contemporary world. You will agree that motivated and 

energized speakers are always more interesting and 

engaging than bored and passive ones.   

 

 

 Children Reading Camp  

Dates: 17- 19 August 2016    Venue: Zimre Park   Cost: $5 per person 

The 2016 Children’s Reading Camp programme will be centred on reading comprehension; word competitions; peer 

learning and school revision. The programme aims to: 

 Improve reading and comprehension of the English language 

 Encourage a culture of peer-support   

 Improve critical thinking skills and confidence in participants. 

 

 

Thank You! 

  July Highlights 

Our reader of the month is 
Ryan Marombedza (Left). He 
read a total of 9 books. 

We participated in the 
Zimbabwe International Book 
Fair (ZIBF) 2016 (right). We 
made a TED-like presentation 
on how children’s books had 
to be attractive in order to 
appeal to children and sustain 
a reading culture in them.  

 

 Call us on 04-2005382 or 0777 468 992  

Email bchituri@yahoo.com for more details 

TED refers to conferences were the greatest minds in 

the world from different spheres speak on issues to do 

with Technology, Education and Design (TED). Here 

are 2 secrets from the book. 

Secret #1 – Unleash the Master Within – Be 

Passionate. Identify your unique and meaningful 

connection to your topic. Passion leads to mastery and 

your presentation is nothing without it. 

Secret #5: Deliver Jaw-Dropping Moments. The jaw-

dropping moment in a presentation is when the 

presenter delivers a shocking, impressive, or 

surprising moment that is so moving and memorable, 

it grabs the listener’s attention and is remembered 

long after the presentation is over. 
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